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Unit2
Ethical Giving

Thelgiving|(of tsedakkahraises many(ethical questions. Thislisnotlanlexhaustivelguide

tolal setlof( Jewishlanswers, buttather[anlexplorationlofl onel¢lassicltesponse tola
question thathasmot/changed: wholshouldIhelp, and how?

Thelgreat!Jewishllegal thinker[and philospher’Moses Maimonides!classified the
various[possible wayslof(giving tsedakkah, creating/aladder’of leight[possiblefungs.

Maimonides, Lawsof Giftsto the[Poor 10:7
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thelresidentlalien,Folhatlhe lives L=Rraiai 1155
withJou"[[Leviticus[25:35]. 07 Y95 XOW v

ThisOshsAfRoBay, Btrengthenhim,
solhefwvillhot(fall,landbecome
needy.

(GiventhatMaimonides/begins hisllistiwiththe highest ather thanthelowest
rung(ofitheladder, why!doyoulthinkheputithe gift beforetheloan, the business
partnershipland theljoblin(thislist?
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ThelextGungflownsiheldbnelvho
gives tsedakkah[folthelpoorfind
doesbolvithoutlknowingfolvhom,
andihepoorpersondoesthotknow
from@vhomlI§/helfeceives.
Onellloesfhispurelyforfhebakeldf
performingfthefhelnitzvahQtself,
like[the[Hallbf[BecretDonationsin
theMemple.
InRhoseldlays,FhelFighteousivould
placelflonationsfherefnbecretlind
the[poorbflgoodFamilies[people
like[iny[btherGvhose
circumstancesthangedhndfound
themselvesin[poverty]Ivould
sustainfhemselvesfrom[hisin
secret.

SimilarfolRhisAsfheldbnelvho
placesthlilonationfintolihe
tsedakkah box.[Apersoninusthot
putlnoneylintothe[tollection
unlessthelknowsthatlthe fsedakkah
administratorsfrustworthylind
wiselhnd[tonductsthimeself[fairly,
like[RabbiChananiah[ben
Teradion.

BelowlthisOsRheltaseBvherehe
donorknowstolvhom[/helgives,
butlthelpoorpersontloesn’tknow
fromvhom§/helfeceives,
suchhsnihelflaysBvhenlthe
greatestdflthelbagesBvould[goln
secretfindeavelRiftsOfinoneylht
thelMloorways[bfthelpoor.
ThisAsGhelrighthingoMlolhnd

* theltorrectfrung’[bffheladder[f

theltollectionfind@istribution[df

. tsedakkah[shotbeinghandled

properlyllwithinfi[Eommunity,[hs
itlhouldlbe].
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LowerfhanhisOsGheltaselvhere
thelpoorpersonknowsFromivhom
s/helieceves,[butltheflonoriloesn’t
knowliovhom[¥/helgives.
ThisthappeneddnihelflaysOvhen
thelBagesiseddolbundleltoinsin
theircarvesfindfollthemipbver
theirlbackshndpoorpeoplefvould
comelhnd[tollect,
sinceffhis@vouldtausefhembo
embarrassment.

LowerfhanhsAsihelbnelvholgives
directly,Intolthelhandbffhebther,
beforefhelhsks.

Lower[$tillGsGhelbnefvholRiveshnother

afterbeingfhsked.

LowerfhanhisOsGhelbnelvho
gives[lessfthanfs{itting[butOvithh
pleasant[httitude.

Lowest[bflallGsGheldbnelvholgives
unwillingly.
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DonatingmoneyGanputlapersonlintodpowerful position.
[Feeling/dependant(on/donations/canbring@boutfeelings/of shame.
WhatldoesMaimonides’ ILadderof Tsedakkahhavetoteachtslaboutpowerand

relationships?
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How doweldecidewholisaprioriy for tsedakkah?

Havelallook/atthisigrid below.Createlalpriority listfor who, inyour(dpinion, should bela
priority for tsedakkah, by [placingall mexttothemostimportant, 2forwhichidcomesmext, 3 for
thelthird letc.

l‘..

b4

your parents yourlownlivelihood

poor of(otherfowns your[children poorofyourlownfown

How doesyourlistimatchtheist[inthefootnote 'below?

Classicalhalachahlseems(to prioritise the one[who(has the[greatestproximity or[closeness,
butlfoday wellivewith[alglobalised [outlook. TAnlindividualmightchoose[to[give money [to
thelonewholisfthe mostphysically(distant, [becauseour@wareness(of éachotheriéngenders/a
greater(senselofresponsibility.

Welmay[consider that(thosel¢closest toluis[arelhotlin factlas[poorlas our own[people once
were, [@nd [ourBesponsibility insteadshouldextend o those wholarefurther away.

Howldolyouldividelyour tsedakkah(giving, (between(thepoor ofyourlownfown, Israel,[and
theworldas/@whole?

Members(ofJewish communities Werelénjoined, [and isually [coerced [{!) fo[givela minimum
of [10% Cand “almaximum[of 20% Cof their[yearlyincome, Cafter taxes, to tsedakkah. This
traditional[strength mayéven(be(thebasis of . our committmentfophilanthropytoday. But
tsedakkahlismotphilanthropy, $incelitlis[motlaboutsupportinglor developing[others on(the
basislof(alshared linterest, [it,is ¥ather,[aboutthe[supportlof those [wWhomneed it[the most, the
poor.[How[doesyourlcommunity [fulfil (this(fundamentalJewish [obligation? TAndto[what
extent/dolyou?

Final Thoughts

Did youllearnlanything(surprising?

Wasltherelany [pointwherelyoulstronglydisagreed?
Withltheltext? Orwitheachlother?

Dolyoulfeelthatlany of yourlopinionshave mow changed?
What(didyoullearniaboutour traditions?
Whathavelyoullearnedaboutyourself?
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1. Jewish law recognisesthe following order of priority. On€' s own livelihood, the livelihood of on€'s parents,
then on€e's children. The poor of one' s own town and the poor of another town.
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